
 
  

23 AUGUST 2016 

Inaugural speech by the Executive Mayor of Amathole 

District Municipality, Councillor Nomfusi Winnie Nxawe 

 

Thank you Honourable Council Speaker 

Greetings to you Councillor Nceba Ndikinda 

The Municipal Manager, Mr Chris Magwangqana 

Members of Provincial Legislatures 

Councillors 

Traditional Leaders 

Honoured guests  

Representatives of Political parties 

Ladies and gentlemen 

Good morning, molweni. 

 

It is indeed an honour for me to be here today and be bestowed 

with the task of leading the Executive arm of this Municipality. A 

Municipality with a rich history and heritage. 

 

Though it is somehow sad, that as a District we are facing a very 

difficult week when we will be laying to rest one of the noble sons 

of this region, the late comrade Reverend Makhenkesi Sitofile. 

 

I find comfort in the fact that he passed away enezinto ezimbini 

ezibalulekileyo ebefuna zifezekiseke nendiqnisekisileyo ukuba 

bezisondele entliziyweni yakhe. 



 

The first one being the centenary celebrations of the University of 

Fort Hare where he was Chancellor. 

 

The second one being to ensure that the Africa National Congress 

continues to reign in his home village, town, Municipality and 

District. 

 

I would like to think that singamkhulula ke ngoko umfundisi 

siyazi ukuba zifezekisiwe zombini ezozinto. 

 

His passing also leaves us with a huge responsibility, that of 

carrying over the amazing legacy that his has left behind, and 

there is no better way of doing so than to accelerate the delivery 

of services. 

 

Honourable Speaker; 

 

The people of Amathole District, with its six local Municipality 

have spoken. 

 

At the polls on August 03, they overwhelmingly gave the nod and 

renewed the mandate of the African National Congress. 

 

As a result all the local Municipalities in Amathole are under the 

majority rule of the ANC including this District. 

 

The people have voted for us after having listened to our 

manifesto during the rallies and door to door campaigns. 

 

It is those pledges and promises that we have made that we are 

here to carry out during this term of Council. 



 

Our duty as this collective is to ensure that as public 

representatives, we play our oversight roles and ensure that 

administration implements that mandate. 

 

We look forward to having a good working and sound 

relationship with all our key stakeholders including 

administration. 

 

Council Speaker; 

 

Allow me to also acknowledge the sterling work that has been 

done by the previous Councillors led by Councillor Nomasikizi 

Konza who were at the helm during the 2011 – 2016 term of 

Council. 

 

This Municipality has a good reputation and is known for its 

stability, unity and cohesion.   

 

It has consistently maintained an unqualified audit opinion for the 
entire duration of the term. 
 
It is ranked high in terms of Water Service Provision in the 
country and is listed as one of the best run rural municipalities.  
  

I want to commend the work of that government and pledge to 

continue to build to even greater heights especially in the areas of 

our core functions of water and sanitation provisions. 

 

The ANC led administration has made significant progress in 
increasing the number of households with access to water 
infrastructure. 
 



Between 2001 and 2014, the percentage of households with 
access to piped water increased from sixty one percent in 2001 to 
ninety percent in 2014. 
 
Households receiving free basic water services increased from 
seven million to eleven million in 2013, thus improving the 
quality of life of many, especially women in rural areas. 
 
To further expand access to water in the next five years, the ANC 
through its manifesto has pledged to increase the capacity of 
existing dams, build new dams and improve water treatment 
infrastructure. 
 
Sanitation means dignity for our people and its provision is very 
important to the ANC. We will continue working hard to provide 
this service. 
 
The ANC manifesto provides details of our plans for transforming 
our towns, cities and villages. It also talks to the issues of job 
creation, poverty alleviation and fighting against corruption. 
 
Only the ANC, the governing party, is better placed, experienced 
and determined to bring about more meaningful change to the 
lives of our people. However it still needs all political parties 
including the opposition parties to do so. 
 
Together let us advance the people’s power in every community, 
because local government is in your hands. 
 
Fellow councilors: 

 

One of the key issues raised in our Manifesto is for councillors to 

be more visible and accessible. It is important then for us as 

councillors to hold report back and feedback meetings with our 

communities. 

 



As the ruling party has announced, going forward, there will be a 

requirement to sign performance and accountability agreements. 

I am sure that this is something that we all agree upon as a 

necessity. 

 
Our manifesto also indicates that in rural communities, our 
councilors must work together with traditional leaders as 
partners in development. 
 
We must do so and ensure that religious, business and non 
governmental organisations are all in our team. 
 
We must also continue working with local municipalities, ward 
committees and all other spheres of government to improve the 
lives of our communities. 
 
In conclusion, Honourable Speaker;  

 

Let me thank the African National Congress for putting its trust in 

me and giving me this opportunity. 

 

I want to thank the many comrades for the continued support at 

all levels and lastly my family for always being there for me. 

 

Enkosi. 


